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TIPNG Warns that Koloma sets back Government NID Response
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Port Moresby, 14 February 2018 – Transparency International PNG (TIPNG)says that positive steps by the
Government to audit the National Identity (NID) Project in response to their campaign is marred by the
efforts of National Statistician Roy Koloma which appear intended to evade a police investigation into
alleged fraud.
TIPNG, a chapter of the global Transparency International movement, marked its 21 st Anniversary in
January by identifying 3 key national issues that they would be campaigning for in 2018; these were the
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), enabling legislation for citizens’ constitutional right
for free access to public information, and lastly resolution for the scandals involving the NID Project.
“In January, TIPNG called for the Government to halt payments to the NID Project until an independent
audit was done on the K230m spent by the Department of National Planning, we also called for the head of
the National Statistical Office (NSO) Mr. Roy Koloma to step aside whilst investigations of alleged fraud
were conducted,” said Mr. Lawrence Stephens, Chairman of TIPNG.
“Subsequently the Deputy Prime Minister and the National Planning Minister responded with promises that
an independent committee would be established in February. We are keen to hear the findings of the
committee.”
“However, it is now reported that Mr. Koloma has taken what appears to be a deplorable step of attempting
to evade the police and apparently demanding that he be given special consideration. TIPNG reminds Mr.
Koloma and all citizens that they must comply with the efforts of legal authorities, exercising constitutional
powers on behalf of us all, to cooperate when requested to provide information". Mr. Stephens emphasised.
“There is only one law, and it should be applied to all citizens equally, moreover leaders like Mr. Koloma
must preserve the integrity of the office they occupy and, if being investigated for serious criminal offences
relating to their office, step aside until being cleared. The people of Papua New Guinea demand deserve
accountability.”
Mr Stephens added that the Transparency International Secretariat, in Germany, will be releasing its global
Corruption Perception Index (CPI) on February 22nd, an index in which countries are ranked and scored by
levels of perceived corruption. "Sadly Papua New Guinea has consistently ranked poorly. However, if the
Government and police continue to respond as quickly as seen with the NID saga, then it is inevitable that
one day the perception of corruption will decrease and our CPI score will improve. This would be something
the Government can rightly tout when hosting events such as the APEC Senior Officials' Meeting on
Prevention of Corruption happening later this month.”
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What is TIPNG?
TIPNG is a member of Transparency International a global anti corruption movement committed to fighting corruption. TIPNG is an
independent organization in PNG known as a Chapter of the international movement. The PNG chapter advocates against corruption
and promotes transparency, good governance, honesty and accountability both in private and public sector dealings. TIPNG tries to
assist strengthen the integrity systems of our country such as the police, the parliament, the public services and the judiciary.

